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Abstract. Focus of this research is to examine the 

interreligious ecotheological leadership in environmental science 
perspective and how to conduct it in the real context to solve 
environmental problems. It cannot be done alone, but must be 
conducted with all others religions to face the environmental issue 
which is always demanding a leader figure to overcome it.  
However, there has not been a defining of the interreligious 
ecotheological leadership, a model of leadership conducted 
together from various religions leader to address ecological 
problems. The purpose of this research is to construct an 
interreligious ecotheological leadership and to reflect how such 
leadership is conducted in environmental science perspective. To 
achieve that objectives, this research used qualitative methods. 
Research data has been gained through seven months' 
involvement with the victims, that is the citizens experiencing 
brutal displacement in Tambakrejo, Semarang City of Indonesia. 
The data is combined with a documentary film "Tambakrejo 
#BergerakBersama" and to be analyzed using the 
theory-developing research method as a desk-research type to 
construct the interreligious ecotheological leadership model as it 
has been conducted in the praxis.  This research has demonstrated 
how important the interreligious ecotheological leadership is in 
the environmental science perspective for the ecological problems 
which must be addressed together. The results can inspire anyone 
in facing a similar case elswhere. The result is an eco-justice 
implementation for the poor and the oppressed. The results also 
show five traits that mark interreligious ecotheological leadership 
as mentioned in the discussion of this paper. 

 
Keywords: ecological problems (issues), environmental 

science, interreligious ecotheology, interreligious ecotheological 
leadership 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Every time we are faced with the paradox of environmental 
narratives between global interests and local realities [1]. 
Tambakrejo case in Semarang City was one example, as a 
matter of ecological problem that does not stand alone but 
was in the context of the wider environmental problems in the 
city of Semarang. In 2015, Semarang City was selected as a 
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pilot project resilience city with 100 other cities in the world 
[2]. This became a challenge for the government, because 
during this time, the city of Semarang is called and 
stigmatized as "the Rob and Flood City" [3]. In such context, 
a good idea and step well was taken by the Mayor of 
Semarang to overcome the problems of rob and flood, by 
building a retention pool in Tawang, polder in Tanah Mas and 
the Banger polder; and the normalization of Rivers Flood 
West Canal (Banjir Kanal Barat) and of Flood East Canal one 
(Banjir Kanal Timur/BKT). 
Apparently, the process of normalization of BKT affected to 
Tambakrejo resident case of eviction (on May 9, 2019). In an 
instant, their home was destroyed and flat ground. The people 
of Tambakrejo against this displacement supported by 
student activists, social community institutions (NGOs), 
legal aid institutions as well as artists, cultural and 
interreligious figures, including me as a diocesan priest of the 
Archdiocese of Semarang. Tambakrejo case is the concern of 
many parties in the perspective of integral liberation [4].  
The life of residents of Tambakrejo in Semarang City has 
been started since 1989. Until February 2018, recorded, 
residents living in the area were 168 households. Their jobs 
are as small fishermen. As the fish are inseparable from 
water, the fishermen cannot be kept away from the sea. 
Therefore, the relocation to Rusunawa (Rumah susun 
sederhana sewa, Simple Stacking House Rental) provided by 
the government denied the residents. Responding to the 
rejection, the government of Semarang did the displacement 
in a brutal way. The displacement afflicts 97 households with 
at least 332 people, from children to the elderly [5]. 
To the people of Tambakrejo who experienced the unhuman 
displacement, the activists were present to accompany and to 
advocate them. I myself for seven months (May 9 – 
November 30, 2019) intensively involved with the people of 
Tambakrejo through presence, communication of WhatsApp, 
in collaboration with artists and the interreligious figures in 
the halalbihalal Islamic moment, “Love Stage” music 

performance with artists and cultures, and various other 
forms of mentoring. All were done in the spirit of 
environmental leadership that will be referred to as the 
interreligious ecotheological leadership model, namely the 
leadership of friendly and caring human environment for the 
integrity of creation and environmental preservation.  

Exactly, these are the main problem and objective of this 
research. Such leadership is analysed according to the 
literature review as will be explained in the following 
sections (part II of this paper). 
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The praxis of involvement and related parties as well as the 
perspectives developed in this research as the problem and 
research purpose can be diagrammatically described in 
Figure 1. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Tambakrejo case moved the activists, artists, cultural and 
interreligious figures to accompany them in a humanitarian 
perspective. Referring to the ideas of Oprea and Cosmin, 
Julia Watts Belser, and Felix Wilfred, the activists based 
their practice of its companion in interreligious ecotheology, 
especially in eco-justice movement [6]-[8].  In the idea of 
Pope Francis, and Leonardo Boff their perspectives lensed 
by an ecological integral liberation [9]-[11]. According the 
Vatican Council II teaching, the anxieties of Tambakrejo 
people as the poor, the oppressed, and the abandoned after 
the eviction became the anxieties of the activist as well (cf. 
Gaudium et Spes 1). In ourr mind, Tambakrejo case 
represents the poor people screaming with the sick Earth 
screaming in the era of ecological crisis [12]. 
In the language of Leonardo Boff, the people of Tambakrejo 
needed solidarity, attention and compassion in accordance 
with the ecological principles of integral liberation [13]-[16]. 
They are the part of the universe being exploited through a 
violent displacement as the poor and the oppressed. People 
should not be victims of violence and government power 
[17].  The case of Tambakrejo emphasized the truth of the 
liberation praxis through ecological solidarity as mentioned 
by Leonardo Boff [18]. In the praxis, according to Abraham 
J. Heschel the activists listened to the screams of citizens as 
homo sympathetikos [19] as a form of preferential option for 
and with the poor on the basis of human compassions 
without intending to judge anyone [20]. 
Everything that has been heard from citizens in the praxis is 
delivered by the activists to the Mayor of Semarang in the 
spirit of dialog with an environmental and ecological 
perspective that always refers to the relationship between 
nature and the society that is inhabit as integral part of 
ecology. It is essentially called an ecological solidarity [21]. 
Every violation of solidarity and friendship among 

communities causes environmental damage from the 
perspective of humanity, because human beings have dignity 
to be respected and should not be manipulated in the name of 
development [22]. It is in accordance with Pope Francis who 
reminded that the citizens have the right to more fully and 
more smoothly achieve their perfection in reaching 
prosperity [23].  
While respecting the city government's commitment to 
overcoming rob and flood, on behalf of the activists and the 
victim, I convey to the Mayor of Semarang that we must be 
steadfast in principle, gentle in the way, and prioritize love in 
all things. Referring to Leonardo Boff and Pope Francis, all 
was delivered prophetically in the ecological context of 
integral liberation and ecological repentance [24, 25]. 
Integral liberation ecology only succeeds when manifested 
in change for a better life. Without it, the problem will 
continue, the ecological crisis is becoming more tragic, even 
citizens will lose hope.  
Following the theory of Felix Wilfred and Julia Watts 
Belser, the praxis of the activists in the case of Tambakrejo 
has represented the interreligious ecotheological one [26, 
27]. In fact, more than a praxis of an interreligious 
ecotheology, the praxis itself has emerged a new model of 
interreligious ecotheological leadership model in facing the 
human ecological problem in the perspective of integral 
liberation. It is not as a solving problem, but rather as a 
guideline and orientation in action to face ecological issues 
as well as helping out the spiral of self-destruction, the 
environment and humanity [28]. The fruit expected from the 
interreligious ecotheological leadership in the perspective of 
the integral liberation as well as environmental science is the 
realization of a civilization of love for communities that are 
prosperous, dignified and faithful, whatever their religions 
[29]. 

III. METHODOLOGY 

This research used a qualitative method [30]. Data obtained 
through the involving praxis in the field and integrated with 
documentary film “Tambak #BergerakBersama” [31]. Then, 
it was analysed using the developing-theory research method 
as a desk-research type to construct the interreligious 
ecotheological leadership model as it has been implemented 
in the praxis in the Tambakrejo case [32]. I use the desk 
research method in processing praxis and combine it with the 
documentary film of “Tambakrejo #BergerakBersama” 
because the film was done by others. By using materials 
produced by others, the research is called a desk research 
type [33]. 
The main subjects of the research population were displaced 
Tambakrejo residents and the activists involved in assisting 
the case, including the Mayor of Semarang City as the policy 
holder in the case. Action and reflection are conceptualized 
hermeneutically in the light of Laudato Si ', the concepts of 
interreligious ecotheology and integral liberation [34].  
The analysis focuses on the interreligious ecotheological 
leadership model in an ecological integral liberation 
perspective. That would be called the interreligious 
ecotheological leadership in the perspective of humanity and 
environmental science.  
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This leadership model is useful to contribute in an 
interdisciplinary sphere between Environmental Science and 
Interreligious  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ecotheology with a humanitarian perspective, particularly in 
Indonesia, as the largest Muslim-populated country in the 
world. In this condition, we need a model of the 
interreligious ecotheological leadership in the face of every 
environmental issue. 
Methodologically, the process of action and reflection based 
on the case of Tambakrejo to construct and to conduct 
interreligious ecotheological leadership with the result of the 
civilization of love marked by prosperity and common good 
can be described as Figure 2.  

IV. RESULTS, DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 

The results of conducting the interreligious ecotheological 
leadership model in environmental science perspective for 
the sake of integral liberation were very positive. In the side 
of the citizens, they become more patient, not aggressive, 
willing to cooperate for preparing a better future for their 
lives. Their grief was transformed into joy although still in 
misery because the residents still have to live in bulk in 
temporary residence. However, it's much better than staying 
in an emergency tent. Later on, Tambakrejo residents will 
enjoy a new life atmosphere in "Tambakrejo Fisherman 
Village of Semarang", which is built by the government with 
the master-plan and arrangement involving citizens and 
activists as recorded in the documentary film “Tambakrejo 
#BergerakBersama” [35]. 
In the side of the government of the city, the Mayor of 
Semarang listened openly and gladly to the input of various 
parties. We do sit together on the basis of humanitarian 
principles to discuss the problem and to find the best way out 
in accordance with integral ecological principles. The Mayor 
does not only accept the victims but also visit to them 
lovingly. Residents are not so relocated, precisely made 
residential, even has been designed to be prepared fixed 
occupancy. The Mayor is also present inaugurated Mushola 
(a little Mosque) and the new TPQ (Taman Pendidikan 
Qur’an/Al Quran Education Park) for the citizens. In short, 
the Mayor accepted a new paradigm of development in 
eco-justice perspective. Even, honestly, the mayor called the 
citizens as faithful so that their struggles brought positive 
results.  

As an ecological problem, Tambakrejo is considered to be 
difficult, complicated, interrelated, and it is not easily 
degraded and resolved. Tambakrejo case in the whole 
context can be called a wicked case that has several causes, 
many parties affected, and does not have a clear solution 
[36]. However, it turns out the case can be solved properly 
with a pattern of the interreligious ecotheological leadership 
approach based on faith, hope and love. Weighing regardless 
of environmental problems, there is always a way out of each 
person's native ecologically interreligious cooperation to 
realize the "civilization of love" in the society marked by 
common good and prosperity [37], [38]. Shortly, we can say 
the result constructing and conducting the interreligious 
ecotheological leadership is a civilization of ecological love 
without discrimination. The positive results in conducting 
interreligious ecotheological leadership in the case of 
Tambarejo can be can be described through the tabular form 
in Figure 3. 
Tambakrejo case is an example that there is no complex 
environmental problem which cannot be solved when faced 
with a pattern of interreligious ecotheological leadership 
approach, the leadership that cares about the integrity of 
creation and the preservation of environment as an 
embodiment of faith, hope and love without discrimination. 
In the case of Tambakrejo, residents, student activists, 
NGOs, artists, cultures, interreligious figures and Mayor are 
representations of this leadership model.  
As result and findings as well, the interreligious 
ecotheological leadership can be conceptualized as follows. 
The interreligious ecotheological leader is every person who 
never gives up to realize faith, hope and love for the integrity 
of creation and environmental preservation, regardless of 
their religions and beliefs. 
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Figure 4: The characteristics of interreligious 
ecotheological leader(ship) 

 
The life of the interreligious ecotheological leader marked 
by five traits as follows. First, empathize as homo 
sympathetikos to listen to and fight alongside the victims of 
environmental issues. Second, synergize with all parties 
happily in the interest of the universe through cultural artistic 
expression. Third, live solidarity through preferential 
options for and with poor people. Fourth, prophetically 
evaluate mistakes through dialogue in the face of 
environmental problems. Fifth, bravely and lovingly shout 
for ecological repentance to themselves and others. 
Figure 4 illustrates the characteristics of the interreligious 
ecotheological leader. Both the results and research findings 
as presented in this paper are supported by data that we can 
see in the documentary film of "Tambakrejo 
#BergerakBersama". The film features all the real facts and 
data as they are without deception or falsehood. All is about 
the real facts in the case of Tambakrejo. 

V. CONCLUSION 

Tambakrejo's case gave positive inspiration for the study of 
interreligious ecotheological leadership in environmental 
science perspective, not only to construct but also to conduct 
it in the ecological praxis. The question now is who is the 
interreligious ecotheological leader intended? First of all, 
she/he is every person who never gives up to practice faith, 
hope and love for the integrity of creation and environmental 
sustainability (preservation), regardless of her/his religion 
and belief. Furthermore, whoever has the basic character as 
described in Figure 4, she/he is the one worthy of being 
referred to as an interreligious ecotheological leader in the era 
of ecological crisis. Today and in the future, it is most urgent 
and needed of interreligious ecotheological leaders to 
maintain the integrity of creation and environmental 
sustainability in the perspective of environmental sciences as 
outlined in this paper. 
Now, I hope, this study enriches environmental science with 
a new theory of interreligious ecotheological leadership 
model. Practically, the result contributes to a change in a 
better life and also becomes a model for addressing 

environmental problems elsewhere. This research helps 
political leaders to make better policies.  
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